Assessment of evaluation of hospitalized pediatric patients with genetic disorders.
A survey of the status of pediatric and neonatal care in a university general hospital was conducted for a 12-month period in order to define existing needs and plan for improved inpatient genetic management. The records of 218 patients with one of 22 specified disorders were reviewed to evaluate the nature of documented genetic considerations and formulated dispositions during hospitalization. The 22 clinical entities were classified as chromosomal, single-gene, polygenic, or possibly genetic. In 15.1 per cent of cases the need for genetic counseling was recognized and recorded on the patient's chart. Sixteen of the 218 records (7.3%) met the minimum criteria for a "genetic disposition." Suggestions for improving the hospital clinical management of patients with genetic disorders are presented.